
                                              

                  

                                          

 

 

Thank you all for a warm welcome and the pastor's "pounding" gifts.  Anna, Elijah, and I enjoyed your 

heartwarming and yummy gifts.  We were able to live for a week without going to the grocery store. 

 

Growing up, I only thought about 

becoming a local church pastor 

without realizing the different  

ministry settings I could choose.  I 

joined the Korean Army for military 

duty and spent two years of  

service in the 8th U.S. Army in  

Korea.  It was an eye-opening  

experience for me to explore the 

military chaplaincy because I had 

never thought of it as a ministry 

field.       
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Our Mission: 

“Connecting people with Jesus and each other” 
to better our world.” 

A letter from our new Pastor  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was amazed to see how chaplains of different denominations harmoniously support each other in 

caring for service members regardless of their faith traditions. I felt like I found a place I wanted to be 

part of, unlike the exclusive tendency of mainline Christian culture in which I grew up. Moreover, the 

unique environment of the military—where there is greater urgency and need for chaplains’ ministry 

in pivotal moments of soldiers’ lives—made me explore God’s call beyond the local church ministry. I 

decided to be a chaplain in the military where I can help people in military settings discover God’s love 

and grace. 

 

As I became a military chaplain and now serve as an Air Force Reserve chaplain, I have learned that 

the role of the chaplain is not solely to provide religious service to military members.  Our military is in 

a crisis of losing its members to suicide, and the chaplain’s role in counseling and suicide prevention is 

urgently required.  This is quite a different picture than I expected as a chaplain.  I feel humbled and I 

tremble every time I counsel with military members who need to find the purpose of their lives with 

so little I could offer for their huge concern.  It is a significant ministry in which I believe God is shaping 

me to serve people with the Spirit’s help. 

 

My hospital chaplaincy experiences also reinforced my call to be in the ministry.  I felt privileged to 

bring God’s presence to people through my visits and prayers to those who are weak and marginal-

ized.  I have learned how privileged I am to be with people in their pivotal moments.  Staying with the 

last moments of people’s lives and offering prayers in their life-threatening situations were sacred mo-

ments that God allowed me.  I truly felt blessed to serve people through God’s ministry.  I found the 

word “life-giving” which is the meaning of life that I pursue as I serve God. 

 

Of course, the congregational ministry taught me how to become the church, the body of Christ, in 

this world.  Every time the church goes out and engages with people's lives, I know that God uses us to 

touch other people's lives as we become the channel of God's blessing and love for people around us.  

I see that there is so much we need to do as God's people to bring light and hope to those going 

through tough times.   

 

I am excited to join your amazing ministries at Oak Grove UMC.  I believe that the vitality of the church 

relies heavily on community engagement as we are called to be the body of Christ in this world.  I 

would love to see and learn how our church shines in the community representing God's boundless 

love towards all people.  This is a huge motivation for me to continue the ministry and to find signs of 

hope in this challenging time.  Thank you for inviting me to be part of your church family.  I will be 

thrilled to know each one of you better. 

Pastor Dylan S. Hyun  



 

From Your Lay Leader  

We’ve Been Busy! 

Since the Church Council’s last meeting in May, the laity of Oak Grove United Methodist has kept 

up with the work of serving God in our community and congregation. Here’s some of our laity’s no-

table achievements, which I shared with the Council during our July 19 meeting:  

• The Oak Grove Trolley Trail Festival returned in a smashingly successful fashion after a two-year 

hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The July 16 event drew an estimated 5,000 attendees. It was 

good to see so many Oak Grove UMC people involved in all aspects of this outward-facing event. 

Stori Long, who organized our volunteers, said the folks at the church’s glitter tattoo booth had 

more than 100 visitors passing through, non-stop.  

Valerie Valdivia had a booth where she and her sister Jenny sold their crafty creations. I was in-

volved in the social media promotion of the event. Many other OGUMC members came to enjoy 

the sights, sounds and foods of this fabulous community celebration. Thank you to our volunteers, 

including Janet Beale, Gwen Bollinger, Rhonda Bollinger, Norma Campbell, Jean Fairbairn, Stori 

Long, Kathy Mantalas, Carl Martin, Deb Payne, Gloria Payne and Allan Widlits.  

• Gwen Bollinger, daughter of Rhonda and Dave Bollinger, graduated from New Urban High School 

with honors. Gwen was New Urban’s valedictorian. Thank you to Oak Grove UMC volunteers who 

helped at the graduation: Kathy Mantalas, and Rhonda and Marv McKimpson. 

• Thank you to everyone who donated to purchase yearbooks for New Urban High School seniors. 

Together with Dave Dahl, creator of Dave’s Killer Bread, we raised $2,155 in this effort. 

• We continue to encourage youth to participate in church through the audio-video and song-

leader ministries. The Rugnetta family and Kyla Hill’s sons continue to serve in those ministries. 

• Our community appreciates the work of church volunteers with organizations such as LoveOne 

and Clackamas Service Center. We 

salute and thank those volunteers for 

continuing to show up. 

• Stori Long, our children, youth and 

family ministries coordinator, is 

meeting with our youth every month 

for activities. We are gearing up to 

relaunch Sunday school in the fall. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEATITUDES Bible study coming in September…. 

The Beatitudes are among the most influential teachings of Jesus. For two millennia, they have influ-

enced poetry, politics and culture. In the thoughts of Christians, mystics and activists who have reflect-

ed on their meaning, we have shaped our lives according to the Beatitudes wisdom. 

But what does it mean to be hungry, or meek, or pure of heart? Is poverty a material condition or a 

spiritual one? And what does being blessed entail? 

Our Bible study group will reflect and discuss these very ques-

tions and many others in our eight-week class coming in mid- 

September. 

We will offer two zoom options, one on Wednesday at 4:30pm 

and one on Sunday night at 6:30pm. An in-person class will be 

offered on a Tuesday weekday at 1:30pm where masks may or 

may not be required, depending on location. 

Our study guide will be The Beatitudes for Today  by James 

Howell and your own experiences.  

Open up new insights and awareness in your daily life. See your 

faith live and breathe in those you know. 

Exact dates to follow, questions contact Donna Metcalf  or the 

church office. 

You are Blessed, learn how much! 

• The Portland Chapter of Dykes on Bikes visited the church during their Pride Ride on June 5. This 

was the Dykes’ second annual visit to Oak Grove UMC as part of their celebration of Pride Month. 

We should feel proud that an LGBTQ+ biker group feels comfortable in welcoming our church to 

participate in their Pride Month activities. 

• We said aloha to Pastor Heather Riggs on her last day of leading worship at Oak Grove United 

Methodist on June 26. We showed our appreciation for her six years here and celebrated her time 

with us with a reception after the service. Mahalo to everyone who organized her going-away 

sendoff and contributed to her farewell gift. 

• We received Rev. Dylan Hyun as our new pastor July 17. Thank you to everyone who participated 

in the welcoming liturgy, and organized the post-service reception. We are grateful to have Pastor 

Dylan at Oak Grove United Methodist Church. 

– David Richards Oshiro (oshirobot@gmail.com) 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are quickly moving through the summer and not so quickly 

moving through the heat, but the work of the Trustees needs to 

be done.  Many thanks to the folks who have been so giving of 

their time and energy and has helped us get the grounds in or-

der.  You are truly appreciated!!!  However, there still continues 

to be constant care given and your help would be greatly appreciated.  The main areas of concern 

now are the two drive ways and the Summerland Court street entrance.  If you feel that you can 

mow, weed or weed whack any of these areas, please feel free to do so.  We can't get it short 

enough or cleared enough for Oregon.  It will surely grow back. Early mornings may be best during 

the remaining summer days.  Feel free to help clean up these areas and you don't need to ask per-

mission.  Your efforts are needed and your willingness will be appreciated.  Thanking you in ad-

vance, Your Trustees. 

You are Invited! 

Do you love music? Do you love to have a good time with a fun group of people? 

Can you count? Then how about joining 

the Chime Choir!  

We meet on Sundays following worship 

and rehearse from 11:45am-1:00pm. 

And, about once a month, we share our 

music at worship on a Sunday morning.  

We will begin rehearsals on Sunday, 

Sept. 11. If you would like to join the 

Chime Choir, please let Mark Ortloff 

(our wonderful director) or Deb Payne 

know by Aug 28.  

Gardening the Grounds  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

































Finance Update  

Rhonda McKimpson-Finance chair  



Our giving income is a little down, but 

that is normal for the summertime.  Year 

to date we are ahead of schedule for giv-

ing income. Overall, we are a little over 

budget to date. Again, year to date we 

are doing just fine and under budget. 

Calling All Volunteers! Have you been looking for something to do with friends or family to make a 

difference in others’ lives? How about scheduling 2 or 3 hours to volunteer together at Clackamas 

Service Center? For information on volunteer options that suit your abilities and schedule, contact 

Michael Bowman at 503-984-1244. 

Or would you like to help prepare nutritious sack lunches at the church that are then delivered to 

and distributed by Clackamas Service Center? We meet two Monday afternoons a month and 

have a great time together as we work. Sign-up sheets are on the CSC bulletin board in the Fellow-

ship Hall.  

Calling All Volunteers!  

Giving Statements  

Coming Soon 

The mid-year 2022 giving 

statements will be available 

soon! Once ready, we will 

send them out to you so that you have a 

record of giving Jan. 1 through June 30, 

2022. Please review your statement, and if 

you have any questions, please don’t hesi-

tate to reach out to your Financial Secretar-

ies (Deb Payne and Francie Naftzger).   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Your Church Council is hard at work this summer! A few things of note are: 

 A review of and potential changes to our organizational structure is underway. 

 Pastor Dylan is pulling together the Committee on Nominations and Leadership to begin work 

to fill a variety of open roles. 

 A review of our children, youth, and family ministries are under review to best meet the needs 

of our people. 

 A survey is underway to understand the music ministry preferences of our congregation. And 

with those results, we will move forward to develop our music ministry. (If you haven’t turned 

your survey in, please consider doing it now.) 

 A decision was made to allow those who are speaking during worship on the chancel to re-

move their masks while speaking. Did you know that we had a new CDC approved fresh air cir-

culating system installed last winter that exceeds the physical space requirements of our Sanc-

tuary?  So, our air is circulated to meet health safety stand-

ards and to help protect us.  And, we will also ensure that the 

speakers are at least 15 feet from the front pews/rows so 

that we are exceeding the CDC distance recommendations. 

 Deb Payne assumed the role of interim Council Chair on July 

1 as Devin Valdivia stepped away from the role to focus in 

other areas.  And, Francie Naftzger assumed the role of inter-

im Personnel Chair effective July 20 as Valerie Valdivia 

stepped away from the role to pursue other areas of focus.  

Church Council Update 



 

 

 

 



This month, we are investing in our community and our relationships by 

joining one of our community partners, LoveOne Milwaukie, at their 

laundry event at QED on McLoughlin, and we would love for you to join 

us! This space is open to all ages with opportunities to help pass out 

food, hygiene kits, blankets, and assist some of our neighbors with laun-

dry needs. This month's event is Wednesday, August 17th,  and goes 

from 6-8 pm in the parking lot of Integrated Health behind HAPO Credit 

Union on McLoughlin at 17882 SE McLoughlin Blvd.  

We do recommend getting there early if able so you have more parking 

options and assure you are there for a quick volunteer orientation where 

they tell you what to do and where to go! Sign up by clicking the button 

below or reach out to the office if you have more questions. 

Love One Event  

OGUMC has for a number of years supported the Clackamas County Start Right program by do-

nating supplies and dollars for children of our county that cannot afford to purchase school sup-

plies for the new year.  It is again time for us to consider our support for this effort. 

Again, this year Start Right will not collect the actual supplies, but are asking us to consider making 

a monetary contribution. This allows them to buy supplies in bulk and saves much money.  In Au-

gust a team will begin to sort items by grade levels and stuff the  book bags that are then distribut-

ed to students grades K=12. 

Last year Start Right supplied over 1400 book bags to Clackamas children.  It seems that the num-

ber grows each year.  Parents apply for this assistance through their school or County services.  Lo-

cal churches unite with  the Department of Human Services to make 

this back-to-school event possible. 

If you would like to take part in this event, please donate funds by Au-

gust 12th.  Make checks payable to START RIGHT and mail to: START 

RIGHT   P.O. BOX 952, Oregon City, OR.  97045     ( A tax-deductible re-

ceipt will be provided.) 
 

A complete letter of explanation is posted on the bulletin board at the 

church. 

Helping Kids Start School Right  



 

 

 

Instrument of Your Peace  

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 

Where there is injury, pardon 

Where there is doubt, faith, 

Where there is despair, hope, 

Where there is darkness, light, 

Where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much 

seek to be consoled as to console, 

not so much to be understood as to understand, 

not so much to be loved, as to love; 

for it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

it is in dying that we awake to eternal life.  

St. Francis of Assisi 

Prayer Focus for the Month of August  

Our military crisis of losing its members to suicide 

3 Ways to Pray: 

1. Pray for healing for Soldiers. Ask God to heal and set free those afflicted with depression, 

post-traumatic stress disorder, and other mental health conditions. 

2. Pray for wisdom for chaplains. Ask God to guide chaplains as they counsel and support Sol-

diers who are hurting. Pray that they will be a positive influence and godly witness. 

3. Pray for increased support for Soldiers. Pray that God will provide all resources needed to 

continue to support active-duty military and their families. Ask God to increase capacity for 

professional counseling, medical care, and other help as needed. 

Prayer by Nena Podbury https://news.americanbible.org/blog/entry/prayer-blog/urgent-pray

-as-military-suicide-on-the-rise 



Calendar  



 

August Birthdays 

 

REMINDER: Please keep the      

office informed of any changes in 

your contact information:            

503-654-3161 or 

ogumc@comcast.net 
 

When mailing checks or             

confidential material, always use 

the church PO Box address:          

PO Box 68238, Oak Grove  97268 

Deliver Pizzas 

 

Sign up to deliver pizza for 

Clackamas Service Center. Sign 

up and learn more  by contacting 

the church office          

 

Our Staff 

Pastor:  Dylan Hyun                                     

Office: 503-654-3161                                                 

 
 

Administrative Assistant:  Jenny Stults       

Office: 503-654-3161                    

ogumc@comcast.net  
 

Minister of Discipleship Stori Long  

familyyouth@oakgroveunitedmethodist.com  
 

Custodian: Rhonda Bollinger  
  

Music Accompanist: Scott Spencer-Wolff  
 

Chime Choir Director: Mark Ortloff  

 

Are we missing a birthday?   Let us know!  Contact the 

office 503-654-3161  ogumc@comcast.net 

Aug 8 Bruce Stafford 

Aug 9    Frances Hunter 

Aug 10  Steve Persad 

Aug 18  Nathan Day 

Aug 19  Stephen Persad 

Aug 22  Kim Payne 

Aug 26  Melba Worth 

Aug 28  Doug Edwards 

Aug 30  Sandra Worth 



Worship with us online every  
Sunday at 10:30am 

 
Facebook:  

OakGroveUnitedMethodistChurch-Oregon 
 

YouTube: 
Oak Grove United Methodist Church  

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 68238 
       Oak Grove, OR 97268 
 
Street Address: 14700 SE Rupert Drive 
        Oak Grove, OR 97267 

 
  

    Visit our website: 
www.OakGroveUnitedMethodist.com 

 
Follow us on Facebook:  

OakGroveUnitedMethodistChurch-Oregon 

Newsletters are available  through the all 

church   email or on our website 

Want a print copy mailed to you? Please notify 

the office and we will  include you in the  

mailing of the next issue. Thanks!  

Contact us: 

www.OakGroveUnitedMethodist.com 

503-654-3161 • Fax: 503-654-3163 

ogumc@comcast.net 


