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John’s Epistle: O Blest Communion

Come, you that are blest by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world; for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me a drink, | was a
stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and you took care of
me, | was in prison and you visited me. --Jesus, in Matthew 25:34-36

The Gospel of Matthew includes two long sets of teachings from Jesus, one at the beginning of his
ministry and one at the end of his ministry. The first, much more well known than the second, is
most often called “The Sermon on the Mount,” which begins in Matthew 5. It comes just after Jesus
comes out of the desert after forty days of fasting and has called his first disciples to follow him. The
Sermon on the Mount begins with the Beatitudes, in-
cludes some of his most famous teachings, as well as
most of the words of what we call the Lord’s Prayer,
and spans three full chapters out of a total of twenty-
eight. From its placement and its substantial length, it
is obvious that the author of the Gospel intends for
readers to see these teachings as the basis for every-
thing that follows. The second set of teachings, which
begins in Matthew 21, is much less well known by any
standard | could identify based on my thirty years of
professional ministry, not to




mention my life prior to that as a participant in worship and teaching ministries in the church. Its
setting is no less impactful, however: These teachings come between Palm Sunday and Holy Thurs-
day, and they are shared in Jerusalem, Mount Zion, as the city prepares to celebrate the Passover.
Although they are not presented in the same way—as if they are shared in a single day or as a single
speech—they fill almost five full chapters of Matthew’s Gospel and they are literally the final things
Jesus shares publicly with his followers. Clearly, the author intends for readers to take these words
very seriously.

Perhaps the most well-known part of this second set of teachings is found at the end of Matthew
25, and is often called the “Parable of the Last Judgment.” In the Parable, Jesus describes a scene in
which the sheep are separated from the goats, then the Son of Man turns to the sheep to welcome
them into the presence of the Father. Why? Because they acted with compassion toward those in
need, doing the things listed in the quote above. When he says you did these things to him, they are
mystified, so the Son of Man says, “When you did these things to the least of these, you did them to

n”

me.

The lesson seems obvious: when we act with kindness to others, we are acting with kindness toward
Christ himself. There is no question asked the sheep about what they believed, or almost any of the
things we often highlight as important in the church. Literally the only thing that qualifies a person
to live eternally in the presence of God is whether we served those in need. Still, we often act in
ways contrary to this teaching of Christ, the very last thing he taught to his followers—his carefully
selected final lesson to them.

On the first Sunday in November, most United Methodist Churches celebrate “All Saints Sunday,” a
time of remembrance of those who earthly lives have come to an end. We remember that Christ
welcomes these Saints into the presence of the Lord, and we light candles—the light of Christ—to
signify our belief that their race has been won. When we think about the grave challenges we are
facing these days—the cutting off of assistance to the poorest among us, the refusal to welcome the
stranger and the immigrant—it’s important for us to remember what opens up God’s grace in our
lives.

Yes, worship, the sacraments, the study of scriptures, all these practices are important. But it is the
simple practice of kindness toward those in need that fills us with grace more than anything else.
The saints that have gone on before us stand watching over us, supporting us and encouraging us to
stand with the poor, the sick, the imprisoned, and the outcast. This is perhaps our most sacred duty
as followers of Christ, because in doing them for those in need, we are doing them for Christ.

Grace and peace,

Pastor John



A Note from your Lay Leader —

Winter Blitz is Coming to Town! — Dec 6th

Oak Grove UMC again has the opportunity to host Winter Blitz this year! Winter Blitz is our annual
holiday giving program in partnership with Partners for Healthy Students/NCSD supporting families
in a way that makes the Christmas holidays a bit easier for com-

munity families who are struggling to make ends meet. We will

support approximately 75 families this year by:

providing a gift or two for each child in our assigned families,
managing our “pop-up store,” o>

and operate a grocery area.

This year, Oak Grove UMC will support families coming to us

from Oak Grove Elementary, Riverside Elementary, Alder Creek

Middle School & Rex Putnam High School, and work is underway

at each school to gather the lists of hopes from the children and their families for the Christmas sea-
son.

| hope you are asking how can | be a part of this amazing event? You can:

Make a Financial Donation: These donations will be used for the purchase of gifts for the chil-
dren in our assigned families. Please make your donations now through November 15™. You
can send a check to the church’s PO Box or drop it on Sunday mornings in one of the blue
offering boxes outside the sanctuary — be sure to mark your check “Winter Blitz.” You can al-
so make your donation via the church website by clicking on the box for Winter Blitz dona-
tions. (And tell your friends about this wonderful opportunity to help families in our commu-
nity!) Our hope is to raise about $5,000 from our congregation and community members.
Will you make a donation to help make the holidays joy-filled for a child in our community?

Make a Pop-Up Store Donation: The Pop-Up Store is unique to our Winter Blitz site, and our

guests always delight in finding just the right items for a gift or
that will make life a little easier in their homes. Donations of new
or gently used household items, toys, games, school supplies, chil-
dren’s books, and winter outerwear (coats, jackets, scarves, and

- hats) are greatly appreciated. Please make sure that your dona-
tions are clean and in good shape. You can deliver your pop-up
store donations Nov 2™ through Nov 17" and put them in rooms
1 and 3 in the Education Wing.




Volunteer Your Time: There will be several days and times prior to the event to volunteer your
time including shopping for gifts and setting up for the event. And then you can volunteer to
work a variety of jobs at the event on Dec. 6™ Sign up sheets will be ready and waiting for
you on Sunday, Nov. 9" or you can simply call Deb (503.320.0692) or the Church office
(503.654.3161), and we will sign you up!

Mark your calendar now to join in and be a part of this joyful event focused on the needs of our
community students and their families!

With much appreciation for each of you for all you do!
Deb Payne
Your Lay Leader
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Sunday, Dec 21 following Worship

Homemade Cookies & Confections Salel

The Cookie Walk is a delightful way to share some of your tastiest homemade treats for others to
enjoy while raising funds for our Christmas Giving Project, the Clackamas Service Center Food Hub.

Please consider donating some of your tastiest homemade holiday treats for others to enjoy! Cook-
ies will again be sold for $4/pound. And as usual we’ll have one or two tables specifically for dis-
playing other types of confections such as fudge, breads, pies, scones and more! If you are bringing
yummies other than cookies, please price them for sale. If your goodies contain tree nuts or pea-
nuts, please label your container as such.

Any unsold treats will be kept to serve
at future coffee hours unless the donor
chooses to take them home following
the Cookie Walk. Please bring goodies
to the Fellowship Hall before worship
on Dec. 21 to allow our elves time to
display them. Whether or not you can
donate any treats, you'll want to plan to

come and buy some! Cash or checks ac-

cepted (sorry, no credit cards). Please
direct any questions to Gloria Payne.



Advent Study opportunity...

Don’t miss the chance to put more meaning into the season this Advent!

You are invited to our Advent study which calls us to embody the Ad-
vent themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. We will be called upon to
personify with thoughts, actions, feelings and intentions the Advent
themes, making real those ideas in our life.

“Fully Human, Fully Divine: An Advent devotional for the Whole Self”
by Whitney Simpson will be our Advent study book this year with em-
phasis on embodiment as Presence, with our whole selves, right here,
right now despite the constant busyness of our lives trying to pull us

away.

AN ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
For THE WHOLE SELF

This is a four-week study on Tuesdays during Advent season at 10:
30am at the church. It will be offered hybrid, both zoom and in- M"t”"e‘l r SiMf'Sﬂ\
person, so all can participate. Please mark your calendar, the dates

are 12/2 -12/23.

You will be so glad you did!
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All-Church Christmas Potluck

‘Tis the season to gather with friends, eat to overflowing, sing a good song, and generally make

merry and find it in your heart to give to those who need it!

Our United Women in Faith is again sponsoring an All- Church Christmas Potluck on Sunday, De-
cember 7th at 6pm. Bring your favorite dish to share and enjoy the Christmas spirit with carols and

a giving tree.

A sign-up sheet will be posted soon so we don’t duplicate items.
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Qak Grove’s Got Talent!

Time to dust off your dancing shoes and get that old violin out of the closet! Have a favorite song

you just love to sing? Know someone with talent to share? Now is the time!
Coming in February is a variety show and chance to show off your or someone you knows’ talent...

On Saturday, February 28 at 6pm our United Women in Faith are sponsoring a fundraiser for their
worthy mission projects. It will be a spaghetti dinner followed by a variety show with people you
know in church and others, like grandkids and friends who want to step forward and have fun on

that night. Everyone is welcome to participate!

Our MC for the night will be Kathi Ortloff with her sparkling personality and
organizational gifts. Details are being developed, but please mark your calen-
dar and start practicing your skit, reading, music or other talent. Sky is the lim-
it! Questions or volunteers to Donna Metcalf, text 503-200-9716.
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Our 2026 Planned Giving Campaighn

Greetings! As you know, we launched our 2026 Planned Giving campaign on Oct 19th with a theme
based on Making Choices — choosing hospitality, choosing participation, and choosing generosity.
Our scripture for the campaign is from 2Corinthians 8:12 and says “If you really want to give, then
God will accept your gift. God does not want you to give more than you are able to give. God will

be happy about what you can give.”

It’s that time of the year to again plan our annual budget to ensue our good works continue.
Letters were sent out a couple of weeks ago that included an “estimate of giving” card for 2026.
Please help us to carry on with our work together by completing the enclosed planned giving card.
We will share in a commitment of our pledges to the church during worship on Nov 2nd while also
blessing the quilts our quilters created, honoring those who have gone on before us, and cele-
brating communion together. As you consider your estimate of giving for 2026, please take into
consideration that costs have continued to rise in much of what we do. And,
then please either bring your card to worship on Nov 2nd or mail it to arrive
before that date.

Thank you in advance! It is because of you that we continue to good works

in the name of God!

Deb Payne, Finance Chair



Pumpkin Hall of Fame Results

What a grand time we had during coffee hours this last Sunday (October 26th)! We

had 23 Jack-O-Lanterns created for the event, an amazing coffee hours (aka lunch!),
and we raised $407 for our upcoming Winter Blitz event to purchase Christmas gifts
for kids whose families need some support this year (more info elsewhere in this

newsletter about Winter Blitz). Giant thanks to the planning team and their helpers,

the Naftzgers for an amazing coffee hour, and to you for supporting the event by

bringing in your jack-o-lanterns and for your votes (donations) for your favorites.
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All Church Conference
Tues, Nov 18th @ 6:30pm
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Our annual All Church Conference will take place in the Fellowship

Hall on Tuesday evening, November 18th at 6:30pm. Join us for this
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annual meeting at which we will hear from the Pastor and Lay Leader ® ﬂ\ ‘(2‘
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about the year past and the year ahead, and we will take action on

several items. See you then!
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Lineup! December11- 7 pm Sk

Canby Alliance Church 2é 7/
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December13-4 pm <L/}

Suggested Donation - $10
3 V
Oak Grove United Methodist Church
Suggested Donation - $10 N\

December 20 - 3 pm L
Y Woodburn United Methodist Church "%
Freewill donation : »




HJA1pT o]y FB[i k[T 4| DIA

November December

. Dec. 1 Jeanne Kriesel
Nov 3 Kathi Ortloff Dec. 2 Donna Metcalf
Nov 8 Kate Butler Dec 8 Bill Hammond
Nov 30 Sandy Hillebrandt Dec. 13 Debra Blackman
Dec 18 Lori West
Dec. 21 Spencer Persad

Dec 22 Kyla Hill
ht L Dec. 22 Pat Garvin
A/ “)} Dec. 30 Paul Bosshardt
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Are we missing a birthday? Let us know! Contact the office 503-654-3161 officeogumc@gmail.com
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Connect with us Weekly Events

Facebook: OakGroveUnitedMethodistChurch-Oregon

Sundays at 10:30am Worship Service

YouTube: Oak Grove United Methodist Church Oregon in-person and online

Website: www.OakGroveUnitedMethodist.com e Tuesdays at 10:00am Men’s Bible
Phone: 503-654-3161 reading class

Email: officeogumc@gmail.com e Wednesdays at 12:00 pm AA Women'’s
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 68238 group

Oak Grove, OR 97268 e Wednesdays at 6:00 pm AA group
Street Address: 14700 SE Rupert Drive e Wednesdays at 7:30 pm Al-Anon

Oak Grove, OR 97267 e Thursdays at 10:00 am Quilters

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday e Thursdays at 10:00am Al-Anon

9am-12pm & 1pm-3pm



