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Epistle of John: Peace with Justice

Peace is a term most of us understand in some sense at least. We may struggle to define it exactly,
but we can probably come up with a statement to express our understanding of what it means to
have peace. Perhaps it’s a lack of conflict or maybe it’s the ability to keep yourself calm in the midst
of conflict. | encourage you, even right now, to think about how you might define “peace.”

Justice, however, is less familiar to us. Or, perhaps, it’s familiar to us, but more complex and,
therefore, harder to define. While peace might be something | can maintain within myself, justice is
something that requires relationship. What seems just to one person or group of people can seem
terribly unjust to others.

To make these things even more complicated, we can easily identify times in human history in
which there has been peace that has been achieved at the cost of justice. Such “peace” is often
tense, because it requires the subjection of one power to another.

It’s important for us to have a sense of what it means to
have a just peace as followers of Christ, because our Lord
calls us to seek peace in all things. As Diana Butler Bass
shared just this weekend in her Sunday blog, the early
church understood Christian faith to require radical
pacifism. Christians could not fight in wars, and Roman sol-

diers who wanted to convert to Christianity had to leave
the military because the two were seen to be mutually

exclusive.



It wasn’t until theologians Ambrose and Augustine made a case for “just war” that the church began
to allow for the possibility that there could be such a thing as a Christian who would go to war.

One thing we can know for sure is that war may bring us to times of peace, but there are terrific
costs to it, and the possibility of injustice in times of war is a probability, rather than a possibility.

A friend and pastoral colleague in Texas, Rev. Marcus Womack, wrote recently, “We’ve spent mil-
lennia studying how to wage violence and war. We’ve spent a fraction of that time studying how to
wage peace.”

Yet here we are, in the midst of a time when political violence is on the rise and our own govern-
ment has recharacterized the purpose of our military as waging war, rather than defending our-
selves and others.

How do we, as followers of the Prince of Peace, respond when it seems as if violence is the answer
offered to every problem? We seek justice, that’s what we do, because we know from the teachings
of our own scriptures that there is no such thing as peace without justice.

Just two weekends ago, an interfaith group of clergy and friends, immigrants and allies, gathered to
march to the ICE detention facility in SW Portland. As they approached, the group of about 200 sang
and prayed and chanted in support of justice for our neighbors. Masked ICE agents began to fill the
driveway of the facility, but when they saw the clergy and religious garb of the protestors, they re-
turned back inside. [Many thanks to my colleague, Rev. Jen Stuart, Pastor of Bend Church, for shar-
ing the testimony from which | pulled this account.]

On Sunday, as members of Oak Grove filed out of our Sanctuary following worship, one of them
stopped to tell me that she belongs to a group of women with a plan for how to counter the threat
of violence that is sure to hang over our city should the President carry through on his promise to
send federal troops into Portland. She said that her group had decided they would meet the troops
with signs of welcome—baskets full of gifts and ideas of how to spend time enjoying our city, the
ways we might greet any guest who arrived.

| am also hoping to share some opportunities | have just discovered to stand with our immigrant
neighbors who are doing everything in their power to navigate our incredibly complex system so
that they can maintain legal residence in our country.

No matter what you decide personally, friends, we must realize that, as Rev. Womack said, peace is
something we must wage, not something we can stand back and wait for. | pray that all of us will do
whatever we have the power to do in order to achieve a true peace—one that is founded not on the
power of might, but on the power of justice.

Grace and peace,
Pastor John



October is Pastor Appreciation Month, and
we have so very much to appreciate! Take a
moment during the month to offer your
thanks and appreciation to our very special

Pastor John!
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Carve or decorate a pumpkin (or even two or three) and bring your creations to the church on that

Pumpkin Hall of Fame

Sunday, Oct. 26 during Coffee Hour!

To Support Winter Blitz

Let’s have some fun and also do some good! On Sunday, October 26th,
we’ll join in the Fellowship Hall for the Pumpkin Hall of Fame! Are you ask-

ing yourself, “What’s the Pumpkin Hall of Fame, and how do | participate?”

There’s two steps to this fun time.

Sunday morning just before worship and place it (or them) on a designated table.

Following worship, we will meet in the Fellowship Hall to vote for our favorites by dropping coins or
currency into the voting cups. The most money (votes) win! And, yes! There will be prizes!

All proceeds will be used to purchase gifts for the families of our annual Winter Blitz program to
bring them joy during the holiday season. The more participants, the better! Oh, and a cheery gob-
lin says that there will be a special Halloween coffee hour that Sunday — So don’t miss out!



A Note from your Lay Leader

Fall has arrived, and as is so very often the case at Oak Grove UMC, we are buzzing like busy bees!

There is much already underway and much scheduled for the next several months. Here’s a bit of
the happenings!

We hosted annual Ministry Conference in mid-Sept. held jointly with St. Paul’s and the Korean
UMC’s. DS Karen Hernandez shared lots of great information and we worked together as churches
to learn about each other’s ministries.

Our fall Adult Bible class is underway and being led by Donna Metcalf and hosted by the Fair-
bairn’s. With 20 people registered, there’s lots of learning and fellowship going on!

We hosted the Rex Putnam Youth Cheer on Sept. 22nd for our sack lunch prep. This delightful
group of girls helped out in every way and our team enjoyed every minute of the time with them.
You'll find more details and some fun pictures elsewhere in this newsletter.

On Sept 26th, the SE Youth Collective middle schoolers went to hear a concert by the international
Watoto Ugandan Youth Concert and then it was off to Oak Grove UMC where our Youth Coordina-
tor, Matt Reges, coordinated the fun and games along with ice cream sundaes.

Pumpkin Hall of Fame (to support Winter Blitz) — The Winter Blitz Team is sponsoring The Pumpkin
Hall of Fame on Oct 26th following worship. The proceeds will support our gift purchases for our
Winter Blitz families. You’ll want to be a part of this fun event! See the details elsewhere in the
newsletter.

Ornament Creations with Linda Holliman & Janet Beale (to support Winter Blitz) will be held on
Nov 9th following worship. Come enjoy some homemade soup together and create some Christ-
mas ornaments to take home. The event cost is 520 per person and 100% of the fees will be used
to support the purchase of gifts for our Winter Blitz families. See more invitation elsewhere in this

newsletter.

Our annual fall All Church Conference is tentatively sched-
uled for Nov. 18th and prep is underway. More info on this
as we get confirmation.

These happenings are just a few of the things going on at

Oak Grove during this fall season. So, yes, Oak Grove UMC is
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busy as bees serving the community and doing the business
of our church with God’s love on our hearts.

With much appreciation for each of you for all you do!

/

Deb Payne
Your Lay Leader



Wichita Center Reopens Under New RoofT

After a summer away, the Food Pantry and Clothing Closet are open again at the Wichita Center for
Family and Community on King Road. While the old Wichita School building was being re-roofed,
the Clothing Closet was closed and the Food Pantry moved to temporary quarters in the gym at

Linwood Elementary School. Now they are back and the building is buzzing again!

October is Coat Drive month at the Center. New or lightly used school coats and jackets will be
welcome donations. In short supply are teen and adult sizes in styles appropriate for middle school

and high school students.

Non-perishable food and toiletries (like disposable diapers, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) are always

welcome too; as are dozen-sized egg cartons. g

Oak Grove UMC has gained a reputation for
generosity at the Wichita Center. Thank you
for

bringing donations to the blue bins across

from the women’s rest room at church.
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Choir on the Wire

The choir continues to improve as the months progress. We are blessed to be together and to

raise our voices in song and worship. We will be offering selections generally on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of the month, with a few exceptions. The choir is going to be rehearsing music for Advent
shortly and we would like you to join us. No stress, no pressure, no worries. Rehearsals are
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Please reach out to the
church office if you are interested.
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Sack Lunch Partnership

Rex Putnam Youth Cheer joined our sack lunch team on September 22 as we prepared 150 sack
lunches. There were about a dozen young ladies plus a few parents helping to label bags, bag cook-
ies, bag vegetables, make and bag sandwiches and add condiments and fruit to the lunches. It was
an opportunity for the girls to experience the joy of making a difference in the world. Seeing the
older girls teaching the younger ones displayed the kind of supportive and cohesive team RPYC has
built. As we wheeled the finished lunches down the hall to the refrigerators, one of the younger

girls said, “That was so satisfying!”

The OGUMC team appeared to enjoy working with the girls and got a real workout just keeping up
with their energy level. RPYC got a chance to see what we are doing to serve the community, to
tour much of our lovely building and to meet and interact with our Youth Director, Matt who also

acted as our photographer.
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Trunk or Treat

Thursday, Oct 30th, 3:00-6:00pm on Oak Grove Blvd.

Oak Grove’s annual Trunk or Treat is happening Thursday, October 30th, from 3—-6 PM! This is one
of Oak Grove’s biggest family events, and HDOG is looking for participants to decorate their cars
and hand out candy. It would be fantastic if several folks from Oak Grove UMC would register and
participate in this wonderful event for the kids in our neighbor-
hood!

If you are interested, reach out to Ann at Awakening Coffee by
stopping in to chat, calling her at 541-990-3834, or email-
ing awakeningcoffeellc@gmail.com for details. Be sure to men-

tion that you are from Oak Grove UMC.

Let’s help make this year magical for the kids of Oak Grove!
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COME AND MAKE SOME MUSIC

The Chime Choir Returns!

Do you love music? Can you count? Do you love to have a good time? If you said yes, to these
guestions, then you should be in the Chime Choir! Rehearsals are on Sundays at 11:45 in Rm. 9 fol-
lowing worship. We will begin our season on Sunday, Nov 2nd (note the date change). If you
would like to join the Chime Choir and all its musical joy, please let Deb Payne know no later than
Oct. 26th.

Come join us and make a joyful noise!

e
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It’s All About Holiday Fun and Fellowship

Crafts and Snacks — Come play with us

% Sunday, November 9th 12:00-2:00pm
- Make 3 ornaments of your choice for $20.

Q ') All supplies and instructions provided

Soup lunch will be served

!

@ RSVP to the church office officeogumc@gmail.com 503-654-3161




An Update on Our Finances

Greetings to you all from the Finance Team. | want to thank all of you who
have reached out with questions about our finances and those of you who
have either caught up on your giving or gave more than you have pledged.
It helps!!!

August 2025 Year-to-Date Financials:

We continue to deal with shortages in income verses our expenses as we progress through the
year. For January-August our expenses exceeded our general income by $18,600. That said, our
bills are paid and our building is being well cared for through funds in our endowment accounts.

We are so fortunate to have these dollars to support the church and it's work!
As we move through the Fall, | share these two things with you from the Finance team:

Stewardship Campaign for 2026: Beginning in mid-Oct, and for several weeks, we will sponsor a
Stewardship Campaign for 2026. Pastor John is preparing a 3-week series for worship that we are
very excited about, and the Finance Team will ensure that you know all that is happening at
OGUMC and the costs for all of our programs, and Estimate of Giving cards will be made available
for all to complete and return to the church. We have amazing work happening by the congrega-
tion of Oak Grove, and it is because of your giving both of time and financial support. Stay tuned

for more details!

13th Month Giving: As you know, we opted not to hold a large fundraiser in 2025. | suspect you are
asking why given our financial status. To be straightforward with you about it, | can tell you that
those of us who have been managing the effort year after year needed a break —a time to rest, a
time to reflect, and a time to re-energize. But, there is still a need for the dollars to meet our finan-
cial needs, so we are turning to you to ask that instead of attending a fundraiser this year, you
simply give either a 13th month of your pledge or maybe even what you would have donated in a
paddle raise at the annual fundraiser. As always, thank you for your continued support of the pro-
grams of Oak Grove United Methodist Church!

Okay, there’s one more thing to share with you. | have decided that it is time for me to step down
as the Finance Chair and for someone else to step into the role. I'll still serve on the committee and
manage the twice monthly bill paying as well as producing the financial giving statements twice a
year with Francie, but it’s time for someone else to take over the chair position. So, if managing
Finance decisions is your thing and you are interested in stepping into the role, please let me know

in the next few weeks as the Nominating Committee is underway with their recruitment work.

Deb Payne, Finance Chair
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October November
Oct. 4 Jackie Shrock )
Oct. 5 Arvin Luchs Nov 3 Kathi Ortloff
Oct. 5 Virginia Woodfin Nov 8 Kate Butler

Oct 5 Rev Dale Harris
Oct 6. Chris Laskowski

Nov 12 Eliot Mantalas

Oct. 7 Candy Ouellette Nov 30 Sandy Hillebrandt
Oct. 8 Kathy Drais

Oct. 9 Linda Holliman Ly 1

Oct. 10 Emma Hartman ] | *j

Oct 15 Lacy Vogel °. f&ﬂﬁ:. =

Oct. 21 Zoey Davis "V

Oct. 22 Shirley Quattlebaum s *

Oct. 22 Kathy Sampson —_—

Oct. 25 Gene Shrock .

Oct. 28 Kathy White Mantalas v
Oct. 30 Mary Stockwell
Are we missing a birthday? Let us know! Contact the office 503-654-3161 officeogumc@gmail.com
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Connect with us Weekly Events

Facebook: OakGroveUnitedMethodistChurch-Oregon

Sundays at 10:30am Worship Service

YouTube: Oak Grove United Methodist Church Oregon in-person and online

Website: www.OakGroveUnitedMethodist.com e Tuesdays at 10:00am Men’s Bible
Phone: 503-654-3161 reading class

Email: officeogumc@gmail.com e Wednesdays at 12:00 pm AA Women'’s
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 68238 group

Oak Grove, OR 97268 e Wednesdays at 6:00 pm AA group
Street Address: 14700 SE Rupert Drive e Wednesdays at 7:30 pm Al-Anon

Oak Grove, OR 97267 e Thursdays at 10:00 am Quilters

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday e Thursdays at 10:00am Al-Anon

9am-12pm & 1pm-3pm



